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Choose ONE question (EITHER Question (a) OR Question (b)) from EITHER Section 1 OR Section 2
and answer in English.

Recommended word length: 600-750 words.

Your answer will be marked out of 30, with 25 marks for content and 5 marks for structure.

SECTION 1: TOPICS IN CHINESE CULTURE

1 The Founding of the People’s Republic of China
EITHER:

(a) To what extent did the period 1937-1949 prepare Mao to govern the People’s Republic of
China in the period 1949-19567

OR:
(b) How did the People’s Republic of China — so soon after its foundation — come to be involved
in the Korean War? What impact did this war have on China and the Chinese leadership?
2 Chinese Economic Trends since 1978
EITHER:

(a) Discuss the agricultural reforms of 1978—1984 in China and analyse the means by which they
were responsible for a dramatic growth in productivity.

OR:
(b) What roles have both imported and exported consumer goods played in the growth of the
Chinese economy since 19787
3 Emerging China: Population, Environment and Migration
EITHER:

(a) Discuss China’s hukou (household registration) system and analyse the extent to which you
think the system has affected China’s economic development.

OR:

(b) What measures is China taking to deal with an ageing population? To what extent do you
think these measures will be successful?
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SECTION 2: CHINESE LITERATURE AND FILM

Love in a Fallen City and Other Stories, Eileen Chang

EITHER:

(@) ‘What | am talking about is the law of family relations and that never changes!’ This statement
is made by Third Master in Love in a Fallen City. To what extent is this statement borne out in
the story and in one other story in the collection?

OR:

(b) Anguish and survival, conflict between duty and self-fulfilment: how far would you say these

are key themes of the stories in the collection? Discuss with reference to The Golden Cangue
and one other story in the collection.

The Boat to Redemption, Su Tong

EITHER:

(a) Discuss the character of Ku Wenxuan and analyse the role he plays in the novel.

OR:

(b) The title of the novel in Chinese He An, literally means ‘river and shore’, representing the
worlds of two different types of people — those who live on firm ground are politically reliable;
those who live on boats are exiles or politically questionable. How far do you agree with this
assessment? Discuss with close reference to the text.

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, Dai Sijie

EITHER:

(@) ‘The film Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress shows China’s ambivalent attitude to both
its past and present.’ Discuss this statement with close reference to the film.

OR:

(b) Discuss the roles of Ma and Luo in the film Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress and
assess their relative importance to the Seamstress.
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